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Message from the President 
of the KPTC @ No. Shore 
By DPG Joe Corace 
 
As we begin a new service year, the Kiwanis Pediatric Trauma Center at North Shore-LIJ celebrate over 20 years 
of saving the lives of children and preventing traumatic injuries!!! 
 
While we can never know exactly how many lives our efforts on behalf of KPTC have saved, statistics tell us it is 
many and that we have made and continue to make a difference. 
 
Congratulations go out to the Kiwanis group that founded our Trauma Center, all those who have served on our 
Foundation Board, the Key Clubbers and Circle Kers who have supported KPTC and served on our KPTC 
Service Leadership Committee, all the Kiwanis Clubs that contributed funds through the annual campaign, 
fellowship and trauma kits programs and, of course, the KIWANIS CLUBS who support the trauma center’s 
fundraisers like the Black & White Ball. 
 
I would be remiss if I did not pause to express my sincere appreciation to everyone responsible for the tremendous 
success of our   Black & White Ball.   
 
Last, but certainly not least, I thank the clubs that honored their members by naming them KPTC and KPTC 
Diamond Fellows at the Black & White Ball.  The generosity of the clubs and the service of the honorees are 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Our annual meeting was our most successful one many new Kiwanis members heard and see what your support is 
doing in our programs to save “CHILDRENS LIVES”. 
 
The report from the hospital was outstanding; our pediatric trauma kit program continues to grow close to 300 
communities now have them... 
 
Our safe kids program that goes into schools, health fairs, libraries and was ever a gathering of young children are 
together was performed at the meeting by our service leadership committee. 
 
In closing, I invite all of you to get more involved in your region’s Kiwanis Pediatric Trauma Center.  Please call 
us to do a program at your club. Let’s let all of your club members know about this program. It is uplifting, 
rewarding and gives us the opportunity to say thank you. If you have any questions, please contact me at 
jcorace@icmdata.com.  Thank you! 
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Clarke Creepy Carnival Raises $1,000 for  KPTC 
The W.T. Clarke Key Club held its annual Halloween Carnival at Bowling Green Elementary School on 
Wednesday, October 26th. Under the leadership of President Gina Principato and Faculty Advisor Robert Van 
Auken, Key Club members transformed Bowling Green’s All Purpose Room into a creepy carnival.   The 
carnival games, activity tables, food table and prize shop were staffed by over 40 Key Club members.  
  
As the costumed elementary school students, including many members of the Bowling Green K-Kids filled the 
All Purpose Room, the Key Clubbers sprang into action ensuring their guests had tons of fun and won many 
prizes.  The elementary school students milled around, stood in line for games including balloon shaving, mummy 
wrapping, pennies in rice) enjoyed face painting, and devoured platefuls of sweets, in true Halloween fashion.  
  
The children’s costumes were incredibly creative and creepy.  The best of the bunch won awards in the costume 
contest with costumes such as a vampire, a wash basket, a package of Starburst candies, a zombie prom queen and 
a bloody dinner table.  
  
In the last minutes of the carnival, the kids all swarmed to the prize table to exchange their tickets for prizes ranging 
from light up bracelets to Halloween-themed pencils. Though the carnival only lasted for an hour and fifteen minutes, 
it was clear that everyone – the elementary school children, the Key Clubbers, and adults alike – had a great time. 
 
The Halloween Carnival was incredibly successful due to the efforts of many people. This event not only provided a 
fun time for all but also raised approximately $1,000 for the Kiwanis Pediatric Trauma Center at North Shore-LIJ.  
  
A big thank you goes out to everyone who helped. We thank everyone at Bowling Green Elementary School for 
the use of their facilities especially Assistant Principal Frank Lukasik.  We also appreciate the assistance of the 
PTA moms and East Meadow Kiwanis Service Leadership Chair Mr. Santer who worked the door and ensured 
that every child was returned to their parent or officially designated pick-up person.  
  
Everyone worked tirelessly to help to produce an incredibly enjoyable experience that will remembered for years 
to come and will help prevent traumatic accidents in children and provide the specialized medical equipment 
needed to treat those that are injured. 
  

 
WT Clarke Key Club Officers with Costume Contest Winners 
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Bowling Green K-Kid Farrah Panzerella shaves a balloon at the Creepy Carnival 

  
The Key Clubbers running the Shave the Balloon table had a little shaving cream malfunction 

  
Key Club Div 6 LTg Becky Hopkins and Governor Domenick Pesce show their support and pose with Clarke Key Club President Gina 
Principato and Secretary Kim Evans 
 

Bowling Green K-Kids Go “ K” aroling for  KPTC 

Continuing an annual tradition, the Bowling Green K-Kids held their 4th Annual “K”aroling for KPTC Event and 
Hot Chocolate Party on Friday, Dec 9, 2011. 

The K-Kids were joined by members of the W.T. Clarke Builders Club, the W.T. Clarke Key Club and Circle 
Kers from  Adelphi University.  Also, along for the fun were KPTC Foundation Board President DPG Joe Corace, 
NYD K-Kids Administrator SDPLG Mickie Leamey, Key Club Governor Domenick Pesce, NYCKI DIPG Rickie 
Santer, Key Club Division 6 Lt. Governor Becky Hopkins, LI Circle K Lt. Governor Lauren Sacks and East 
Meadow Kiwanis President Mitchell Allen.  

After dividing into four groups, the K-Kids and other K-Family members took to the streets around Bowling 
Green Elementary School for a little over an hour raising $400 for KPTC. 
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K-Kids Faculty Advisor Rich Santer expressed his gratitude to the SLP leaders who led the groups of carolers and 
the Kiwanis leaders and other faculty advisors who supervised the groups. 

Upon the groups’  return to school, several members received NYCKI Worldwide Service Project medals from 
Circle K DIPG Rickie Santer. These medals recognized K-Kids members who raised over $50 trick-or-treating 
for Kiwanis International’s ELIMINATE project.  K-Kids Director Mia Biscardi received special recognition 
receiving a Diamond Level NYCKI Worldwide Service Project Medallion.   Faculty Advisor Rich Santer also 
announced that the club, as a whole, would be recognized with the Hixson Fellowship medallion thanking the 
club for their $1,000 contribution to the Kiwanis International Foundation. 

During the Hot Chocolate Party, Levittown Kiwanis President Ann Torcivia sold holiday jewelry for the Joey 
Foundation.  The Joey Foundation is a generous benefactor of the KPTC Service Leadership Committee’s Safe 
Kids Program.  Ann, who founded the Joey Foundation to honor her son’s memory, plans to use the funds raised 
by the jewelry sales to purchase a new safety teaching tool for the Safe Kids program.  

By the end of the evening, K-Kids and K-Family members left with their tummies filled and ready for a holiday 
season full of service. 

 

“K”aroling  Group 1 led by Adelphi Circle K President Emma Reed stop for a photo 

 

Circle K DIPG Rickie Santer presents a Diamond Level NYCKI Worldwide Service Project Medallion to K-Kids Director Mia 
Biscardi 
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K-Family members “K”arol for KPTC 

Service Leadership Suppor t Spotlighted at KPTC Annual Meeting 
  

The KPTC Service Leadership Committee’s service and fundraising activities were highlighted by several 
presentations made by committee members and officers of K-family clubs at the KPTC Annual Meeting held on 
Wednesday, January 4, 2012 at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Manhasset. 
  
Levittown Kiwanis President and Founder of the Joey Foundation Ann Torcivia began the evening by presenting 
an animatronic “Sparky”  the Fire Dog costume to the KPTC Service Leadership Committee to use in their Safe 
Kids workshops on Fire Safety. Appearing as “Sparky,”  KPTC Service Leadership Committee Circle K Chair 
DIPG Rickie Santer greeted the attendees, thanked Torcivia and the Joey Foundation for their generosity. 
  
Following a quick costume change, DIPG Rickie, LI Circle K LTG Lauren Sacks and KPTC Service Leadership 
Committee Secretary Christina Principato demonstrated a lesson on bicycle safety and shared the teaching tools 
that the Joey Foundation had donated to the KPTC Service Leadership Committee over the past year. In addition to 
the “Sparky”  costume, this includes a tele-tutor 9-1-1 call simulator, miniature traffic signs, child-sized ambulance 
and a police car costumes used in role playing activities and Joey an interactive animatronic bicycle riding robot 
that teaches helmet safety. 
  
DIPG Rickie invited Kiwanis clubs to set up Safe Kids workshops in schools, libraries, or health/wellness fairs in 
their communities and pledged that the KPTC Service Leadership Committee member would run free Safe kids 
workshops wherever they were invited.  

Later in the evening’s program, KPTC Director and Service Leadership Liaison Rich Santer reported on the 
fundraising activities of SLPs to support KPTC and introduced Bowling Green K-Kids President Devon Rafanelli 
and Fundraising Chair Antonia Iannucci who explained their club’s annual “K”aroling for KPTC event and 
donated $464 to KPTC through the KPTC Service Leadership Fellowship Program. 
  
Next, Santer introduced W.T. Clarke Key Club President Gina Principato and her Secretary Kim Evans who 
reported on their club’s Halloween Carnival for KPTC. President Gina presented a check to KPTC for $1,000 and 
donated the trauma kit her club received to Kiwanis International President-Elect Tom DeJulio asking that he give 
it to any community in the Kiwanis World that he saw a need for it. 

 

Near the end of the program, KPTC Service Leadership Committee Circle K Chair DIPG Rickie announced up-comig 
activities for the KPTC Service Leadership Committee. These upcoming activities include, but are not limited a Safe 
Kids training at Bayside High School on January 14th and a Walk for KPTC at LIU-Post on February 11th from 6-9pm.  
Rickie also invited Kiwanians to attend these events. 
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Ann Torcivia Presents “Sparky”  the Fire Dog to the KPTC Service Leadership Committee. 

                                                        

KPTC Service Leadership Committee Members DIPG Rickie Santer, LTG Lauren Sacks and Secretary Christina Principato with Bowling Green 
K-Kids Fundraising Chair Antonia Iannucci and President Devon Rafanelli. 

                                                        

WT Clarke Key Club President Gina Principato and Secretary Kim Evans present a Trauma Kit to International President-Elect Tom DeJulio. 
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Bowling Green K-Kids President Devon Rafanelli and Fundraising Chair Antonia Iannucci Present $464 from their club’s “K”aroling for KPTC 
to DPG Joe Corace. 

 

Annual meeting attendees, including Governor Bill Risbrook are shown in the above photograph.  

 

Minutes from meeting of 06 Dec., 2011 
Attendees: Joe Corace,  John Galena,  Doris Mellina, Herman Ovadia, Rebecca Ovadia,   Jerry Rudnick, Julia Salat, William Van 
Wagner 
 
Next Meeting will be our  annual meeting:   January 4th 2011 
 
Roll Call: 
Minutes accepted after corrections made to add Bill Van Wagner to the list of attendees for meeting held on October 11, 2011. 
Motion by  Bill Van Wagner - 2nd by  Rebecca Ovadia - Motion carried 
 
Treasurer ’s  Repor t  by  Jerry Rudnick. -Discussion Followed-Motion to accept report made by Herman Ovadia 
2nd by Bill VanWagner-Motion Carried 
 
Special Announcements:   
*Kits were purchased by the Kiwanis Clubs from Levittown and Valley Stream  
*KPTC will have a fundraiser on January 21.  
  Details:  The BroadHollow Theater Company   Hairspray   $25.00/tickets   
                All members are asked to sell tickets for this production 
  
Committee Repor ts: 
KPTC Newsletter :  Editor Woody Ryder needs all information ASAP woodeo@aol.com 
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Website:  Webmaster Mike Siniski  needs information for the website send to sbldata@vdot.net 
The Annual Campaign:  
Bill Vanwagner & Doris Mellina will be the Co-Chairs and they ask for our support.  Discussion followed concerning the new 
ideas for this committee and how to move forward. 
Annual Meeting Committee: 
Chair John LaLena presented the slate for 2012 .  Discussion followed as to the members who requested to be removed for the 
Board.  They will stay active for KPTC events but can no loner be part of our Board. 
 
Information To Share: 
*  Board members celebrated President Joe’s Birthday at our meeting. 
 
*  A discussion took place as to the amount of money we will donate to the hospital for 2012.   
 
*  A discussion took place by the Board in reference to the board and committee members working a little harder to let the New 
York District know that we are still here helping saving lives, and let Kiwanis Clubs know we are doing it in their Communities 
WE all must take an active role in the fundraising events that go on in  the year..ONLY we can get out the word and make the 
difference 
 
Board and Commettee members were asked help make the Annual Meeting a success. 
 
Motion made to adjourn by John Lalena - 2nd by Jerry Rudnick - Meeting Adjourned 
 

·  The minutes respectfully submitted by Secretary Julia Salad 
 

Circle Kers Train Division 8 Key Clubbers  
to Present Safe K ids Workshops 
Circle K members of the KPTC Service Leadership Committee supported the continuing expansion of the Safe 
Kids program by holding a presenters training at Bayside High School in Queens.   Thirty-eight (38) Key Clubbers 
from Bayside HS, Cardoza HS and Aviation HS were trained to present fire safety, pedestrian safety, bike and 
helmet safety and how to call 9-1-1 workshops to elementary school students in their home communities. 
 
The Key Clubbers were also treated to a lunchtime appearance by the KPTC Service Leadership Committee’s 
newest “ teacher”  Sparky, the fire dog and met Joey, the committee’s animatronic bike riding robot. 
 
During each training session, the Key Clubbers participated in a safety lesson by a Circle K trainer. Following 
some planning time, the Key Clubbers taught back the lesson and received a review from their trainer. 
 
The Circle K Trainers were very impressed by the newly trained presenters.  DIPG Rickie and the other KPTC 
Service Leadership Committee members are looking forward to observing the Safe Kids workshops being planned 
by the Division 8 Key Clubbers and vowed to bring as many of the committee’s teaching tools as possible to 
enhance the workshops in Queens. 
 
The Safe Kids program provides an excellent opportunity for a K-family project, especially for Kiwanis Clubs 
that sponsor Key Clubs or Circle Ks. The New York Circle K District Board adopted "Play It Safe" as its 2011-12 
District Project. Running a Safe Kids workshop which includes lessons in water safety, fire safety, wheeled sports 
safety, pedestrian safety and how to call 9-1-1 is a great way to help your Circle K fulfill its responsibility to 
participate in their District Project and will allow your club to earn 2011-12 First Lady Livonia©s First Lady©s 
Project Banner Patch. 
 
For more information about running a Safe Kids workshop in your community or about training Key Clubbers or 
Circle Kers in your area, please contact KPTC Service Leadership Circle K Chair DIPG Rickie Santer at 
rickie.nycki@gmail.com or 516-582-9490. 
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KPTC Service Leadership Committee Circle K Chair DIPG Rickie Santer introduces the Safe Kids program to Division 8 Key Clubbers 

 
Adelphi Circle K Secretary Kat Graves teaches the How to Call 9-1-1 workshop 

 
Long Island Circle K Lt. Governor Lauren Sacks teaches the Fire Safety session. 
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Sparky the Fire Dog makes a lunchtime appearance. 

 
Circle K IPLG Kristin Leverone teaches Pedestrian Safety 

 
Bayside Key Clubber Joanne models the KPTC Service Leadership Committee’s Police Car Costume. 
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Your  KPTC Board of Directors 
Officers / Directors 
Joseph L. Corace, President                                                                                                   joecorace@aol.com 
William Van Wagner, Executive Vice President                                                                   vanwagner inc@optonline.net 
Thomas Mollo, Vice President      tommollo@optonline.net 
Selwyn G Rudnick, Treasurer      sgrudnick@msn.com 
Julia R Salat, Secretary       salatj@northshoreschools.org 
Doris Mellina, Assistant Secretary      na 
Richard D. DeCastro, Imm. Past President                                                                            rdsindustries@worldnet.att.net 
Anton J Kaiser, Esq., Past President      na 
John C Lalena, Past President       na 
DIRECTORS 
Lawrence Benedetti       larryben287@hotmail.com 
Diane Brousseau        cleod@optonline.net 
Thomas DeStio        tom.destio@gmail.com 
Herman Ovadia        regoroof@yahoo.com 
Rich Santer        rs2wdld@aol.com 
Michael S Siniski        na 

Committee Members 
Martin Bank        na 
Robert Di Lorenzo 
Jo-Ann Delgado 
Ethel Gilloon        egil37@aol.com 
Jo Greene        greenecullen@aol.com 
Susan Groenewoud 
Richard G Hall 
Warren Kalmenson 
Laurie Marks Law 
Maureen Neuringer 
Martin Neuringer 
Edward B (Woody) Ryder       woodieo@aol.com 

New York Distr ict Governor  2011 ~ 2012 (Ex-Officio) 
William Risbrook 
Advisory Council / Past Governors NY Distr ict 
Glenn Hollins, Chair       na 
Thomas E. DeJulio, Esq.                                                                                                        tdejulio@fordham.edu 
Ralph J Vasami        rj-vasami@msn.com 
Peter J Mancuso Esq       pmancuso@aol.com 
David Rothman        na 

Friends of KTPC Foundation, Inc. 
Eleanor E Lalena 
Edward G Saueracker, Ph.D 
Diane Brousseau 
Binky Hebron 
Patricia Rudnick 
June Spataro 

SERVICE LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Circle K IP Gov Rickie Santer, Chair 
 
 
NOTE: IF YOUR NAME IS LISTED ABOVE AND DOES NOT SHOW A VALID E-MAIL ADDRESS, PLEASE 
FORWARD A VALID, CURRENT E-MAIL ADDRESS TO: WOODIEO@AOL.COM   THANK YOU.  
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Scene Around New York: 

 

 


